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WSTC:  

Winner Wonderland!

Welcome to another season of great skiing with WSTC!  Whether you’re a high roller looking for that racer’s edge or a weekend warrior trying to beat the winter doldrums, you just can’t lose with WSTC and the opportunities which await you this season:

· Bi-weekly Meetings, where you can get some hot tips, tasty tidbits and cozy camaraderie with others who share a passion for nordic skiing and look puzzled when asked: “Isn’t that cross-country a lot of work?” Learn how to keep fit and ski better from short presentations on “Stretching”, “Ski Care and Waxing”, “Racing” and ”Technique”. 

· Weekend Outings to Area Metroparks, where you can banish the “office blues” with a good workout or a slow and easy glide on groomed trails with your WSTC “buds”. A Club member may even offer spontaneous informal instruction to make your cross-country skiing more fun!
· Dream Trips that will make you love winter!  This year’s “Trip Calendar” offers something for every taste: New Year’s glide in Marquette; ski marathons (Noquemanon and White Pine Stampede); “wilderness” adventures (Stokely Creek, Pigeon River, Mancelona, and Manistee National Forest) ; and even a sleigh ride for apres-ski lounging (Petoskey). Some trips even allow you to hone your home-cooking skills for eager taste-testers. Check out this newsletter and the WSTC web site                           

for more details on these trips.   

What’s wonderful about WSTC is its members!  - a diverse group of people who pool their differing talents and skill levels toward the common goal of increasing everyone’s skiing enjoyment. We’d welcome your involvement at any level: come explore, dream, and discover the joys and rewards of nordic skiing with WSTC.  No one’s ever a “weak link” in our “Winner Wonderland”!

Carol Hohnke, President
Officers, et. al.
President:  Carol Hohnke

Vice-President:  Gwen Evich

Secretary & Newsletter: Ed Steinman

Treasurer:  Kathleen Donahoe

Board members: Bev Craig, Eva Forman, Dieter Hohnke, Tom Powell
Trip Coordinator: Carole Hann 

Snow Phone: Lexanne Creitz
(((((
Snow Phone:  662-SKIS  

                 (662-7547)

Call the Snow Phone regularly for new events and updates to scheduled events.
Stokely is again offering a 10% discount off the following prices for membership in Stokely Creek Club if purchased before December 1:

Membership rates are the same as last season:

Individual - $128.40($89 U.S.)

Family  - $256.80 ($177 U.S.)

Membership entitles one to unlimited use of Stokely's  trails, use of the Clubhouse and Waxing Room, the privilege of being able to dine at Stokely (lunch and dinner), free hot beverages and the opportunity to take advantage of last minute deals on room cancellations at the Lodge.   As a comparison: : an individual trail pass last season cost approx. $55 U.S. and allowed unlimited use of the trails (It paid for itself with 5 or more uses).
Meetings

Location: Kerrytown Concert House, 415 N. Fourth Ave, between Catherine and Kingsley, east of Main St. Parking across the street. 
Tuesday evenings

7:00 - 7:30
social

7:30 - 9:00
meeting

9:00 - ??
post-meeting beer at local pub

Used Equipment:  Bring to any meeting for sale / exchange / give away.

Nov 13 Intro to WSTC; Overview of Trips, Quebec City 2001 trip slides

Nov 27 Racing for the novice

Dec 2 Ski waxing party (tentative; location to be determined)

Dec 11 Skiing technique: classic & skating videos; Special holiday refreshments!
Jan 8 Stretching with Tai Chi

Jan 22 Ski care & Waxing

Feb 5 Ski video; officer/board nominations
Feb 19 The Language of Snow; Elections

Mar 5
Potluck at Geddes Town House; Award presentations

2001-2002 TRIPS
Dec 27- Jan 1, 2002

Marquette New Year's Glide 

The New Year’s Glide has been a tradition with the Washtenaw Ski Touring Club for at least 19 years. The club has celebrated the coming of each New Year in Marquette, Michigan. 

The longest trip, Marquette allows ample time to get together with the club members. There are about a dozen excellent cross-country ski areas nearby from Lake Superior coastal trails (Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore) to dense pine inland trails (Anderson Lakes). All have trails from beginner to expert. 

The hotel does a great job for us. We have special dinner and breakfast menus.Besides food there is also a swimming pool, sauna, whirlpool, and bar. The hotel is in the center of the old downtown with interesting buildings, galleries, shopping, a movie theater, restaurants and a great coffee shop, Baby Cakes, nearby.

Snow is practically assured in Marquette. Even the one year that it was in the 40’s there were a couple of  trails to ski and we hiked the others. So even if the trails are spare of snow we get exercise during the day and get together in the evenings. 

Trip Leader: Maury Kroopnick

January5 or 6

Gambler’s Day Trip or Social Event

Local or nearby skiing, potluck or other activity.

Check the Snow Phone @662-SKIS for details. Trip Leader: volunteer needed

January 11-13

Kick & Glide Lodge Mancelona

80 acres of private land surrounded by state land. Between Gaylord and Traverse City.
Trip Leader: Don Persson

January 18-21

Three Day Stokley Creek Bus Trip
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario

We will ski at Stokley Creek and Hiawatha.  And sleep, eat and play at the Water Tower Inn.  A gourmet lunch at the Stokley Creek Lodge on Saturday and Sunday is worth the trip. The 120 km. of Stokley trails offer views of lakes, streams, forest and incredible solitude.  Come and cross-country ski some of the finest and most beautiful terrain in North America.  

Trip Leader: Alan Kasper

January 25 - 27
Noquemanon Ski Marathon

half or full marathon, 25 and 50 Km. Ski expo and wax clinic the Friday before (12-10pm).

The NOQUEMANON SKI MARATHON (Pronounced Nah-Kay-mon-on) is America's Newest Point to Point Race. 50 km Freestyle and Classical Races. Finish at the Superior Dome (yes - a domed stadium!). 1,000+ foot descent as you ski through pristine U.P wilderness. Kids races, cash prizes, awards & entertainment in the Dome.

NATIONAL SKI HALL OF FAME HALF MARATHON

23 KM Freestyle and Classical Races

Finish at the Superior Dome. Prizes, awards and entertainment in the Dome.

See http://www.exploringthenorth.com/cvillage/race.html for details.  
Trip Leader: Mary McKinley

 

February 1 - 3
White Pine Stampede

Bellaire, MI

This is the famous turkey dinner ski trip!  Accommodations are in a chalet with kitchen, two full bathrooms – and several bedrooms.  On Saturday night, a communal turkey dinner is prepared and enjoyed by all on the trip.   Skiing is at Shanty Creek (5 minutes away), Schuss Mountain (10 minutes) and Boyne Nordican Cross Country Ski Center (30 minutes).  This trip is not just for racers - all ski abilities are welcome and would enjoy this trip.   

Trip Leader: Lexanne Creitz


February 8-10
Terrace Inn

Petosky, MI 

Built in 1911, the inn is a National Historic Landmark. 15 minutes to Boyne Highlands and Nubs Nob, 20 minutes to Boyne Mountain and 5 minutes to Petoskey State Park for cross country skiing. Skiing at your doorstep through Victorian Bay View and our pristine woods is a special treat.
Trip Leader: TBD

February 15 - 17
Pigeon River
Gaylord, MI
The highlight of this trip is the gorgeous scenery of the Shingle Mill Pathway along the Pigeon River. This is a wilderness area in the Mackinaw State Forest north of Gaylord. The trails are man-tracked with easy trails of 3/4 and 1 1/4 miles, a 6 mile intermediate trail and 10 and 11 mile trails that are more difficult. Even the shortest trails return along the Pigeon River and have beautiful views. This is also an elk viewing area. 

The Gaylord area is also close to many other skiing areas. The Pine Baron Pathway is machine groomed by the DNR and features flat terrain excellent for beginners. There is also Wilderness Valley, Forebush Corners and others.

Trip Leader: Rita Mitchell

Feb 22 - 24
Big M

Wellston, MI

Big M Cross-Country Ski Area in Manistee National Forest west of Cadillac offers nine groomed trails that range from novice to expert, minutes away.
Trip Leader: Carol & Dieter Hohnke
March 2 or 3
Gambler’s Day Trip or Social Event
Local or nearby skiing, potluck or other activity.

Check the Snow Phone @662-SKIS for details. Trip Leader: volunteer needed
March9 - 10
Great Bear Chase
See article in this newsletter. 

Trip Leader: Mary McKinley
March 15 - 17
Wabos Loppet

Sault St. Marie, Ontario

You do not need to do the loppet to enjoy this trip!  Stokley Creek is the ski destination with accommodations at the Water Tower Inn.  If you want a non-competitive challenge, the Wabos offers that.  The loppet is not a race, not a timed event but a long ski from one place to another, passing through woods and lakes on 27k of ski trails.  Non-loppetiers can relax and ski at Stokley Creek or Hiawatha.  

Trip Leaders: Gwen & Don Evich


Hekinpaiva Hiihto

An e-mail from Mary McKinley
I serve as director of the Hekinpaiva Hiihto (St. Henry's Day Ski in Finnish), a  22 Km and 5 Km race on January 19, 2002.  The race is on remarkable terrain with descents in to and climbs out of a 300 ft deep creek gorge, frozen waterfalls along the creek, local pottery for awards, and good grooming.  The very next day is a 10 Km classic technique race in Chassell on beautiful terrain as well - a small local race that is lots of fun.

In addition, if any of your group are trail runners, we are holding our second annual Keweenaw Trail Running Festival on July 14-15.  This includes a 10 Km, a 5.8 km 821 ft hill climb, and a 25 Km - all on different trails in the area.  The race was featured in the October 2000 issue of Runner's World.  If this sounds interesting please send me your regular mailing address and I will send along an entry form.

Thanks again for your interest in the Keweenaw.  We just finished the ski-kayak season - a brief time in April when you can ski and kayak (the ice just moved out) in the  same day.

Jeff Crumbaugh

President, Keweenaw Nordic Ski Club


Corsair
I talked with a shop owner and volunteer for Corsair (in Tawas) last weekend, who was very enthused about skiers using their trails.  He said there was a warming cabin open all weekend  (very rustic looking, hand made by volunteers), and it is totally non-commercial, forest service property.  Donations run it.  They have new grooming equip on order this year.  Also a new Days Inn in town seeking x-country skiers.  It is close, and could be a gamblers trip. 

Mary McKinley



Great Bear Chase and Swedetown Trails

 The 20th anniversary Great Bear Chase was held in Calumet, March 11th, 2001, and what an event it was!   All entrants received a commemorative t-shirt in addition to a special Keewenaw pin which was to be given out last year (the real 20th anniversary), the race having been cancelled for the first time due to lack of snow.  But the 2001 race came off without a hitch, several feet of snow on the trails, and 4-5" the night before. The famous 'UPer' hospitality and abundant snowfall brought skiers from near and far.  Upper peninsula and Wisconsinites were especially well represented.

I began my trip Thursday night, leaving from work and getting as far as the northern lower peninsula.  A direct drive would probably have taken 10 hours, but I elected to do a spring skiing 'UP sampler', checking out the prime trails along the way.  Munising's Valley Spur was the destination Friday morning.  They had clearly received a big dump of snow the day before-at least 8 fluffy inches obscured all signed of previous grooming.  Two guys from Wisconsin were relishing getting out in the powder.  There was some difficulty negotiating the parking lot and outhouse door; so much snow had fallen that the door was only opening enough to squeeze through if one hadn't eaten too many pasties.  Unfortunately, their groomer had broken down and the trails hadn't been groomed in over a week; this is a recurring problem I heard, given their budget.  However, the beautiful rolling hills were a snap to schuss in the thick snow.  It took much more energy than usual to get around the system, and I stuck to the main 'B and H' loops.  It was nice to have 2 Wisconsinites trails to follow through the woods.

After a picnic lunch in the car, it was off to Marquette's Blueberry Ridge.  The overcast skies gave way to blazing sunny blue.  The parking lot was filled with skiers, several whom I recognized from Stokely and whom were preparing also for the Great Bear Chase.  The trails were well packed down for skating, though a little uneven; it seemed that a groomer narrower than the trail width was used for grooming.  Many friendly folks were out enjoying their Friday afternoon there.

After an overnight in Ishpeming, where my fellow traveler Jean had friends who make a homemade pastie dinner, it was off to the Suicide Bowl.  The Junior Olympics were being held, and the whole place was buzzing with activity.  I was very impressed with the two ski jumps, which were apparently being used for the event, as I saw people warming up on smaller slopes nearby.  This is the last year for this site, as the mining company takes back the land, and in exchange is providing another site for cross-country trails (more fully described in a recent Silent Sports).  After Jean purchased some 'fast' Vauhti waxes, it was  off to Calumet.

Going to Calumet is stepping back in time.  When copper mining was the biggest industry in Michigan, Calumet missed being Michigan's state capital by four votes.  In the late 1800's the population was as high as 90,000 residents.  Beautiful buildings made of reddish Jacobsville sandstone including many churches and municipal buildings still standing hint at what a boomtown it was in its heyday.  Today, it's a quiet town with few, mostly elderly, residents, getting by in the tourism trade.

The night before the bigger races, 'spaghetti feeds' are held.  The Great Bear Chase was no exception.  For the price of $6, an elderly church group cooked an all-you-can-eat feast of spaghetti, garlic bread, salad and juice.  Homemade desserts-slices of pie, cake and cookies were sold for ten cents to a quarter(!)  But, as I learned from the woman sitting next to me, the best was yet to come.  This race was her favorite because of the entertainment at dinner!  Onto a stage set up in the midst of the carbo-loading skiers stepped an octogenarian musician.  He played polkas on his accordion-to which one very energetic Traverse City skier danced along and between the tables!  Yet, there was more.  Next, he brought out a CD boom-box, which accompanied him on bones (pieces of wood clapped between the fingers ala Percy Danforth-Mr Bones-in Ann Arbor) and then on big, sterling silver serving spoons!  He brought down the house.  With full tummies, the skiers then looked over the hand-carved crafts for sale and made their way back to hotels after a fine evening of Yooper hospitality.

The Swedetown trails were some of the most beautifully groomed I had ever been on.  The day before the race, the Junior Bear Chase was held, and the trails were perfection.  The path was wide enough for 2 or 3 skaters across, plus a classic lane on each side.  The temperatures were hovering around freezing, with a light drizzle falling, which eventually became tiny balls of ice.  The conditions became ever faster, and in complete bliss, I could not help myself, but to ski nearly their entire trail system (which later was proven to be a poor pre-race day strategy).  A newly built lodge building staffed by a pair of elderly Finns sold Coca-Cola and pasties- what a combination to fuel oneself after 25 Km of flying.

Race day, which should have been my epiphany, for me was a long, painful bonk.  My wax, which was perfect for the near-freezing, fast conditions Saturday, was like sandpaper on the 5" of fresh-fallen snow in 15F temperatures.  My legs and my spirit, soaring over the hills and flying through the forest Saturday, schlogged up the huge hill at the start of the race.  Even the dancing costumed brown bears at the starting gate could not help me summon the energy to power my skis and poles through the half-marathon with the grace and ease I felt the day before.

Well, with great effort, I did cross the finish line at my first Great Bear.  New friends met during the season, cheered me on from the railroad trestle which crosses over the trail 100 yards before the finish.  After hunting around for my bag of warm clothes, several nice cool cups of Gatorade, and friendly chat with the other racers, we cleared a path and watched a triplet of men's full marathoners FLY through the finish.

The post-race ceremonies included a delicious pastie lunch from Toni's of Laurium, considered the best pasties in the U.P., donuts, cookies and soda.  Many raffle give-aways included Rossignol XIUM skating skis, boots, bags, hotel overnights, and more.  As the setting sun shone warm on us in the Calumet High School bleachers, tummys happy with good food and drink, muscles tired, and with the shared experience of a well organized race in a beautiful place, most reminisced on the day's event and made plans to return next year.  Though I received no ribbon from the dancing bears, no raffle prize, and no special recognition for my long drive to the race, I knew that- yes, I too, could now call myself a racer, and I would be there in 2002.

Mary McKinley

weather/trail info

	Cross Country Ski Hdqtrs
	517-821-6661
	Roscommon, North Higgins Lake State Park and the Ski Hdqtrs' own trail system

	Traverse City Visitors' Bureau
	800-727-5482
	updated daily

	Munising Ranger District
	906-387-2517
	covers Hiawatha Nat'l Forest trails

	Marquette Visitors' Bureau
	800-544-4321
	very reliable weather info

	Cross Country Sports (Calumet)
	906-337-4520
	good report on Keweenaw Peninsula trails

	West Michigan Tourist Assn
	800-442-2084
	unknown usefulness


see the WSTC web site http://www.hvcn/info/skiclub for web resources

THE NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE AT THE WSTC WEB SITE. 

UNLESS REQUESTED, FUTURE NEWSLETTERS WILL BE NOT BE MAILED.
Number 1				  Our 27th Year		Nov - Dec 2001
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WSTC on the Web





Detailed information can be found under Recreation on the Huron Valley Community Network  (HVCN):


www.hvcn.org/info/skiclub/





Meeting dates and general information can be found on Arborweb (Ann Arbor Observer website): 


www.arborweb.com





Also please tell all interested parties that information can be requested by writing to:


llc-wstcoff@umich.edu





Other sites of interest:


www.cross-country-ski.com


www.michiweb.com


www.goski.com
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